[Localization of substance P in the nervous system of the human fetus : preliminary results].
Substance P (SP) immunoreactive structures were localized by immunofluorescence technique within the central nervous system of human fetuses (12, 15, 19 and 24 weeks old). Specificity of the anti-SP serum was established by immunocytology and radio-immunology. A wide distribution of SP positive structures (pericaryons and/or fibres) was found in brain, spinal cord and dorsal root ganglia. Mesencephalon, pons and dorsal horns of the spinal cord showed very intense fluorescence. The preliminary observations are the first report concerning SP ontogeny in the Human central nervous system. However, it was difficult to ascribe a significance to this neuropeptide during fetal life.